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tion, mark the next great step on the road to self-government.
They gave a constitution to India by which certain departments
in the Provincial Governments were immediately transferred to
Indian ministers responsible to the legislatures, while others, the
'reserved* subjects, were retained by officials. This is the system
known as 'dyarchy'. It was never meant to be more dun a
transitional stage, and it was arranged that its working should be
reviewed after a period of ten years.

The Reforms did not go nearly far enough to satisfy the Indian
National Congress. The party had found a new leader in Mr
M. K. Gandhi, whose name first became known as the organiser
of a passive resistance movement among Indians domiciled in
South Africa. This remarkable man, the best-known* Indian of
modem times, launched his first movement of * non-violent non-
cooperation* or *civil disobedience' against the Act of 1919.
Nationalist feeling had been much strengthened at this time by the
stringent measures taken to suppress serious outbreaks of violence
and * unrest*, especially at Amritsar, where General Dyer's actions
roused the greatest bitterness. Eventually the non-cooperation
movement weakened, and Congressmen, under the leadership of
Mr C R. Das, entered the new legislatures.

With the faith of the mystic, Mr Gandhi combines the
astuteness of the politician. His hold over die masses has not
diminished. They reverence him as a saint, almost as a god.
Through him the Congress organisation has spread to the
villages. His ascetic life and his identification of himself with
the poor make a special appeal to the Hindu peasantry, and his
belief in non-violence is founded on the ancient Hindu doctrine
of Mmsa (the abstention from harming any living creature).
He has developed it into a political weapon which he believes
could be used as an alternative to war in die form of fionnridetLt
resistance to aggression. He hopes that India, by demonstrating
the power of noa-violence, may set an example to Ac world; but
in practice, mass non-violence has generally resulted in violence.

By the Act of 1919 India was definitely launched on a demo-